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Republican presidential candidates say about education. Forget what they say about
the role of government. They don’t know what they’re talking about. If any one of
them won the presidency in 2016, no teacher would remain for a second term. The
Republican nominee for president in 2016 would be the most anti-union nominee of
all time. Our current system of public education is more than 70 years old. It was
designed by men with no experience in the classroom and no interest in how to
improve it. They believed that education can be taken out of the hands of the teachers
and handed over to a new group of technocrats. They were wrong. As a result of their
efforts, the classroom has become a test-prep environment and teachers have become
little more than a collection of clerks, making sure that kids take their tests and not
talking about what they are learning. This approach has had disastrous results. In a
nationwide survey in 2009, the Phi Delta Kappan found that one in four students who
took the test scored at or below a basic skill level. That number has barely gone up
since then, while the costs of educating kids in America have doubled and doubled
again. Education spending has skyrocketed. At the same time, test scores are flat. The
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