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the viewer has a 'zoom' button which you can use to zoom in on any
image. you can also use the program's 'fine' and 'coarse' controls to zoom
in or out. the 'zoom' feature is useful when scanning larger images, and is

a big improvement over the old silverfast versions. the silverfast 8 is
designed for scanners with the old-fashioned, belt-driven feeders. the

software itself is designed for optimizing the output from these feeders.
but you also get a scanner management program, which allows you to
perform a scan and then start the film in the scanner and set-up the

output for the scanning process. that can't be done with all other
silverfast levels and the silverfast 8 is designed to be easy to use and that

includes this scanner management feature. the old-fashioned feeders
have their own quirks, and the silverfast 8 takes full advantage of them.

for example, the feeders themselves have a maximum resolution of
1200dpi (dots per inch), and can only scan a maximum of two frames per
sheet of film. that means that even if a film has more than two frames,

only two of them can be scanned at a time. that's why, in order to make a
two-page scan of a five-page film, you have to scan the first page twice,

the second page once, and then the second page twice. the latest
versions of the silverfast 8 also have an option for moving the film and/or
the light source in the scanner. this has been added to make it easier to
scan films with curved edges, for example. this feature is still in beta and
so is not enabled by default in all of the versions of the software. still, it

makes the process of scanning these films easier.
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the silverfast 8, which is the version i tested, is the one that has the same
programs as the regular silverfast 6, plus a few features, and is priced at
$449.95. as i said, there are three versions of the silverfast 8, depending
on the scanner model, and they all have the same price, but the features
they include are different. the versions that include the "lite" program are

priced at $449.95, the versions that include the "professional" program
are priced at $599.95, and the versions that include the "elite" program
are priced at $799. (the "elite" version, incidentally, is the one that also

includes the color calibration feature). 1) it has the same program files as
the silverfast 6 lite, with the exception that it doesn't have the color

calibration feature (which is a $50 upgrade for the $449.95 price, but a
free upgrade for the $599.95 and $799.95 prices). 2) it is restricted to
scanning 11x17 inch photos, and is not as powerful as the two other

versions of the silverfast 8. in fact, i found it to be less stable than the
other two versions, which at least had the color calibration feature. you

can still use the lite version to scan 12x18 inch photos, though it's not as
capable in that area. 6) it's limited to a maximum of 20 image

adjustments at a time. it doesn't include any of the advanced features
that the other versions of silverfast 8 have, such as the high resolution

scan (that lets you save at high resolution) or the automation features. 1)
it has the same program files as the silverfast 8 professional, with the

exception that it doesn't have the color calibration feature (which is a $50
upgrade for the $599.95 price, but a free upgrade for the $799.95 price).
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