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In the absence of an official move date, it is impossible to state a time or date, but
the ship's commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander. M. Willmott, RN, was on

the bridge at the time of the enemy attack and reported the details. On 13
February 1942, Lieutenant Commander M. Willmott, RN, wrote the report required

for the campaign file and added a footnote that it was possible that the ship's
wireless operator, having noticed the alarm and the fact that the torpedo tubes

were not manned, had given the correct course to the First and Third Sub-
Lieutenants of the ship to let them know of the danger of the ship. This was,

however, contradicted by a report from the main armament officer who stated
that no alarm was sounded and that his signals would have been heard by the

torpedo officer. One of the most puzzling aspects of the sinking was the discovery
that Talisman's starboard torpedo tube had been found to be under water when

the ship was sunk. This necessitated a great deal of minute and careful checking,
and the result was that small holes were found under a number of her

compartments. It was found that these small holes were caused by a torpedo
firing through the port tube, and that an important amount of sea water had
entered the port tube. This resulted in a crack in the bottom of the tube. The

usual cause of a port tube crack was found to be damage by collision. It was also
found that a valve was not working perfectly and that the port tube, while closed,
was leaking sea water into the boat. Aboard Talisman at the time of the attack,
the watchkeeping officer, Sub-Lieutenant E. Lee, was in charge of the bridge. He

reported that the lookout aloft had heard a noise and had seen a submarine,
apparently on the surface but that the submarine, upon being fired upon, had

dived. Nothing could be seen through the scopes, nor could the ship be seen by
the submarine.
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